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How Would You
Respond to Him?

he Lutheran Church in
Singapore  celebrated its
25" Anniversary on 30 October
2022. Thank God for His grace

MESSAGE FROM and mercy in using us in His

abundant grace and guidance.
THE B]SHOP In the past few years, since none
of our pastoral staff were trained
or graduated from Lutheran
seminaries, we have continued
to acquire greater depth in

Lutheran theology and doctrine
by inviting lecturers to teach,

Bishop Lu and his wife Grace carolling in Golden
Mile Complex.
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or by visiting overseas Lutheran
churches and seminaries for
further study and exchanges,
and to strengthen the teaching
and establishment of our
brothers and sisters in the Word
of God and Lutheran doctrine,
so that we can firmly establish
the foundation of our faith.

In addition, although the
Lutheran Church in Singapore is
the smallest denomination in our
country, but through the efforts
of the two former bishops and the
establishment of the Lutheran
Community Care Services, the
profile of the Lutheran Church
was  gradually  established.
We have also witnessed God’s
miraculous guidance, through
the love gifts and interest-free
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“The harvest is
plentiful but the
workers are few.

Ask the Lord of the
harvest, therefore,
to send out workers

into his harvest
field. “

Matthew 9:37-38

loans of brothers and sisters in
various congregations, as well
as the donations of brothers and
sisters from other denominations
and churches, plus the signing of
long-term leases with two other
churches, which made possible
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the reconstruction of the Jurong
Christian Church, a church hub
costing more than 26 million
dollars, can be realised. May all
glory and praise be to God!

So how do we continue to Build a
House that Bears the Name of the
Lord? During the 25" Anniversary
cum Reformation Day of physical
and virtual Service, I shared with
my brothers and sisters the crisis
of pastoral shortages we face. We
have five congregations plus the
Thai Good News Centre, with
a total of 14 worship services in
Chinese, English, Tamil, Thai
and dialects. At present, we
have 22 pastoral staff members
who are actively serving in the
ministry, two of whom have
reached retirement age but have
agreed to be recontracted. But
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assuming that the retirement
staff cannot be renewed due to
various factors, we will have only
10 pastoral staff left in 2028 and
only 6 pastoral staff in 2033. This
is a challenge that is vital to the
survival of our church. But we
still give thanks to God that in
the past 2-3 years two brothers
and a sister have responded to
God’s call to dedicate themselves
to enter into seminary to receive
theological training, but this is
still nowhere near what we need
for pastoral staff. Over the next
five to ten years, we will still need
to train atleast 15 pastors to serve
in pastoral ministry.

For this reason, in the days
to come, we will invite young
people who are interested or
considering full-time ministry,
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or want to know more about
pastoral ministry, who have just
completed the GCE “O” or “A”
Level Examinations, and are
waiting to enter polytechnics,
junior colleges, or universities,
or are waiting to be enlisted into
the national service, to have a
short-term ministry experience
in the church, so that they can
have a deeper understanding
of the work of the church and
discern God’s calling for them.
Rather than sending these young
people to work in the secular
world for a short period of time,
it would be better to gather
them in the church to give them
the opportunity to serve and to
be trained. Even if they do not
end up on the path of full-time
ministry, this will greatly help
their future participation and

eI E BEAZS T
FEMFIFPL=, BIEEA]
RARHE LR ERNE
B, WX IASREA S H
2 5 MARE AR B,
55— 77 ], R IR B
=l R B IR AR R 0y
P b mE R AT A A 2
Wk, 4 T AT S S B
T, RGBT AT 12 0 I
AR RIR S,

REIZAHEZ, BT J5 T X
—MREFRIY A, BREEE
A R—TERAR R, T
WA T — DT, BT AU
WE I — 7t X EE#

service in the church. On the
other hand, pastors and church
leaders are urged to help identify
brothers and sisters who are
interested in discerning God’s
calling for them and give them
encouragement and supervision,
and then invite them to attend
special regular meetings for
them.

At this point, we have to face
a very real problem, which is
that nurturing talent is a huge
investment. I made a rough
calculation and the amount
involved was more than $1
million. Is this huge amount of
money worth spending? If so,
where is the money going to
come from? I believe that this
is the ministry of God’s church,
and God will move brothers and
sisters to give support.

Of course, we can also use a
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faster and cheaper way to solve
the problem of shortage of
manpower, that is, by directly
recruiting pastors from outside
to join, but many denominations
and churches are facing a
shortage of pastoral staff’ like
us, and it is definitely good if we
can find them, otherwise our
own brothers and sisters should
resolutely respond to God’s call
and stand up to take over the
pastoral baton. In fact, there are
quite a few brothers and sisters
in the Lutheran congregations
who have devoted themselves to
serving God in different para-
church institutions. Are you
willing to seek God’s guidance
and return to the church to
shepherd the Lord’s flock?

Our Great Shepherd, Jesus went
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throughall the towns and villages,
teaching in their synagogues,
proclaiming the good news of
the kingdom and healing every
disease and sickness. When
he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because
they were harassed and helpless,
like sheep without a shepherd.
Then he said to his disciples,
“The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. Ask the Lord of
the harvest, therefore, to send
out workers into his harvest field.
(Matthew 9:35-38)

So how would you respond to
Him?
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How Lutheran Congregations

Celebrate Christmas

by Chia Kylie

EDOK LUTHERAN
CHURCH:

Three angels, all decked out in
white and with feathered wings,
visit a man at home who is deeply
troubled. One of them asks if the
man has seen her purse. They
had just passed through after
a round of carolling when the
angel realised she lost her purse.
Tracing back her footsteps, she
was sure it was where she had
dropped it. She looks at him
expectantly, but only sees an
annoyed and gloomy face.

A lightning storm descends, and
it rains cats and dogs. Paul does
not feel like letting them in, but

it is Christmas after all, so he
opens his home to them until the
rain subsides.

As they settle on his couch, Paul
wonders about his niece’s phone
call earlier that morning. Might
the angels have something to do
with it? He recalls that part of
her Sunday School homework
was to ask someone about three
Christmas wishes they would like
to ask from God. Paul had smiled
at the innocence and naivety of
the young child, but he obliged
her anyway. He asked God for a
burger (food being the base need
of man), to find his I marriage
anniversary gift of a music box
(which he’d lost), and for Laura to
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come back. He was skeptical that
these impossible and random
things were on God’s mind, not
that God was really interested in
him in the first place.

The angel interrupts his train
of thought when she places a
burger bag into Paul’s hands.
It is her way of appreciating his
hospitality (and also because
her order got mixed up). Paul
accepts it with thanks, and

some surprise. At that moment,
another angel totters up to
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him and produces a gleaming
music box, commenting on its
beauty and design (and how she
found it behind the couch). Paul

jumps with joy and explains the

significance of this box, and that
finding it was key to mending his
marriage.

Immediately, they hear the front
door open and Laura comes in a
huff, drenched and upset to be
there. She gives him a dirty look
to inform him of her foul mood,
but she sees Paul grinning from
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ear to ear. Angels are literally
being sent to answer his prayers,
and thisishisopportunity tomake
things right with his wife. He begs
her forgiveness for misplacing
the music box, and vows to be a
better man, reminding her of the
covenant they made together.
He believes God is giving him
another chance, and asks that
she does the same. She requires
some convincing but she accepts
him and their new phase in the
relationship.
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Worker-in-charge Rev  Jimmy
Khoo (as Paul) and church
member Jean Khoo (as Laura)
of Bedok Lutheran Church
took part in a Christmas
drama to remind congregants
of the message of Christmas:
“Emmanuel — God has come to
be among us”. Yet the characters
come  blaming God, and
disbelieve Him. However, with
a series of miraculous events,
God gently shows them that he
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is there with them, is faithful and
loves them still.

This  Christmas, are you
pondering the same question: is
God truly with me?

JURONG CHRISTIAN
CHURCH:

Besides the Christmas festivities
like carolling in members’
homes, a BBQ for Taman
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Jurong residents and our weekly
badminton outreach, this time
everyone got to cheer as one for
their favourite soccer team in the
finals of FIFA World Cup 2022.

It was unprecedented to even
consider that Japan and South
Korea would make it to the
top 16. Preacher Isabel Ng
announced this surprising result
the following morning and said
this was not possible if God had
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not allowed it. It was truly an
underdog story and it felt great
to have Asian representation in
the internationally broadcasted
games.

Benedict Lee, Treasurer of our
David & Goliath Preschool
Committee on hiatus, said the
internet was on fire after the
early match between Argentina
1 - 2 Saudi Arabia. It was notably
one of the biggest upsets of
FIFA. He said, “Saudi Arabia
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was visibly dejected from its
disappointing performance
in the Ist half. The odds were
stacked against them, especially
with them down against one of
the tournament’s favourites...
Saudi Arabia responded by
scoring two decisive goals in less
than 10 minutes of its return to
the field to seal the victory!” It
was another surprise win against
a top player, a typical David-and-
Goliath situation.
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To up the ante and excitement
for the screening of the World
Cup final in church, Rev Anthony
Loh asked staff to submit their
predictions on who would win
(minus the betting). Kylie Chia,
corporate communications
staff, researched that Brazil
was a bH-time champion and
the odds were in their favour,
leading most of the staff to guess
Brazil would come out tops. But
without the gift of foresight,
God humbled her and the Brazil
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team in their loss to Croatia,
reminding everyone that man’s
predictions and opinions are not
gospel truth.

Thus ended the roller coaster
ride of FIFA 2022, with a two-
hour match won by Argentina’s
penalty kick out against Irance.
Despite the unknowable future
in a volatile world, we can defeat
our giants when we rely on God
and have Him fight our battles.
We can furthermore experience
supernatural breakthroughs in
our spiritual lives and trust Him
for breakthroughs in the hard or
“impossible” grounds on which
we strive to plant His truth.
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LUTHERAN CHURCH IN
SINGAPORE:
LCS held a Co-workers’

Christmas Gathering hosted by
Queenstown Lutheran Church
on 16 Dec 2022. It consisted of
a dinner coupled with a team
game of Bible Quiz worked into
a crossword puzzle, and then
ending off with Bishop Lu Guan
Hoe’s message on “Immanuel”.
This is a summary of his message:

Matt 1:23  “The virgin will
conceive and give birth to a son,
and they will call him Immanuel”
(which means “God with us”).

Generally we tend to pity
ourselves and feel as if no one
knows our difficulties or what
were facing. This is especially
true for the elderly, and even
more so in this period of time.
But there is one who knows and
God is Immanuel and

cares:
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He is near. He walked in our
shoes. He is very interested and
affected by what is happening
on earth and with each of us. He
humbled Himself to the point of
suffering and death, just so He
can sympathise fully.

He then is more than able to help
our situation. Furthermore, He is
willing to lend a hand. While we
can only go so far as to use words
to comfort and assure another

in pain, God will be there beside
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“When it seems in
the absence of God,
people know He
is Immanuel (God
with us) through His
followers.”
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them to strengthen and give
peace beyond all understanding.

Nonetheless, we can walk
alongside the weak just as Christ
did. He didn’t explain or lecture,
or try to answer the doubts of
the suffering, He just remained
present with them. When we
personally encounter Jesus with
us, then this same experience
can spur the lost to experience
His presence themselves.
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He wantstoblessus; He alsowants
us to be a blessing. As the Bible
said, “Ireely we have received,
freely give (Matt 10:8b).” May we
continue to be that light in the
dark of people’s lives.
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THAI GOOD NEWS CENTRE:

On Christmas, Rosanna
Hutagalung and the choir from
Thai Good News Centre (TGNC)
turned Golden Mile Complex
momentarily into a heavenly
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abode when they filled the mall
with angelic singing. The group
moved through the darkly-lit
shopping centre with busy Thai
restaurants, salons and spas,
catching the attention of business
owners and customers, all gave
the carollers their attention and
applause.

Rev Richard Chiu, Chairman
of LCS Missions, and Bishop
Lu Guan Hoe, who were there
earlier to preach and preside
over the worship service, now
enthusiastically joined in the
singing. Rosanna, Worker-in-
Charge at TGNC, headed the
band with her guitar, followed
by a heavyset fishmonger named
Andrew with feathered wings
and a basket of treats.

The fun was not over as the

LRI NALPD AL 2 Hh, 38

IR&R T AL, 27 HE5 R

I, R HH R AR A )

o BN NIEAS B IR EREEAL
DHEES

b



troop headed back to the church
and prepared a sumptuous
and authentic Thai cuisine for
everyone, complete with red
chillies. And as if the guests
weren’t blessed enough, there
were two rounds of gifts being
passed out by the church,
on top of prizes won during
entertaining games and personal
gift exchanges. Each participant
was drowning in gifts by the end
of the afternoon... Everyone had
to find a way to bring the gifts
home.

Rev Richard’s message earlier
was that Jesus was not the reason
for the Christmas season. Rather
we are the reason. Jesus came
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B 2RI (FEE):

for us. Hence when God gave,
He gave out of the riches of His
glory and in abundance. What
TGNC did was a semblance and
foretaste of what God has done,
and will do, for us. He will, and
wants to shower us with His best.
We just need to open our arms
wide and receive it.

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF

OUR REDEEMER (ENGLISH):
Lutheran  Church of Our
Redeemer  (LCOR)  English

congregation partnered with
their affiliate Green Pastures
Child Centre to organise a
“Crafty Christmas Celebration”
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for children in their preschool,
the Sunday school and members
of the public. Imagine 50 children
with their parents in tow, flitting
from booth to booth, interacting
with volunteers and attempting
the activities together as a
family. They tried their hands
at decorating a Christmas tree
and making greeting cards (this
seemed more popular among the
adults than children). Kids were
invited to join dancers onstage to
dance in time with them, making
it a spontaneous and enjoyable
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atmosphere. But there were
messages behind each task: in
snowman crafting, it taught them
to stick as a family to find joy and
cheer despite cold and difficult
times; the star at the top of the
tree represents the star that led
the wise men to Jesus, which is
the church’s hope that kids also
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be led to Jesus too.

A special storytelling segment
was from a book “Just Teddy” by
author Emily Lim-Leh about a
teddy bear that didn’t fit in with
other toys. The story is based on
Psalm 139:14 - “You are fearfully
and wonderfully made.” He was

eventually taken home by a girl
with a birthmark, who remarked
he was surely one-of-a-kind. The
storyteller Su-Lynn Chua chose
the book as she herself had
gone through two surgeries just
to remove a birthmark, having
been bullied when she was
younger. Her personal testimony
reiterated that were all born
uniquely and  wonderfully
made by God. She was indeed
a storyteller because she had a
story to tell. (Emily’s recent blog
post reveals her encounter with
Su-Lynn -__go.lutheran.org.sg /
teddy.) May it be an inspiring
story of how God uses his own
special ways to heal people of
their hurts.)

The organiser Joyce Chua was
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thankful for how all things
came together nicely through
the course of planning. “If God
wills, he will provide,” she said.
“Manpower seemed shortas most
couldn’t come on the actual day,
having made other plans already.
Thank God for the people who
turned up and talents fitting into
the right areas that had most
need, like the ushering, food
and PA crew. Even the turnout
of attendees was just nice for our
limited spaces and resources,
as I was worried we would have
to turn people away. We hope
the families were comfortable
and felt the cheer of the season
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and will come back to be with us
again.”

LUTHERAN CHURCH OF
OUR REDEEMER (CHINESE):

It was “A Different Kind of
Christmas” when the LCOR
Chinese congregation hosted a
carnival on Christmas Eve before
the worship service proper. Kids
and visiting families took photos
at a booth, played games, got
sculptedballoons, atelightdinner
alongside cotton candy before

heading to the service. There
they found the sanctuary floor
filled with clouds, were treated
to an acapella performance and
other children dressed for the
nativity too. Candlelights were
passed around to accentuate the
song “Pass It On” before ending
with a flag-twirling dance.

Michelle Lu usually serves on the
worship team. But in 2021 she
had a brainstorm for an entire
evangelistic Christmas carnival
event for 2022, and feeling
the prompting from God, she
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therefore took on the mantle of
organiser and took up the project
by faith.

“All the appropriate volunteers
stepped forward to serve, so
the planning was smooth and
I was thankful God brought
them all together”, she beamed.
“However in mid-2022, I worried
that no one would come for the
event. My church mate and event
planner Gloria assured me that
God would bring the attendees
since this was His event. Hence
I pushed the activity through
announcements, testimony-
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sharing and flyers, until I felt the
overwhelming enthusiasm and
worried there would be too many
people instead. Though I had to
make lots of decisions despite
the unknowns, I needed to let go
and let God.”

Being one of four acapella
singers, it got more strenuous for
Michelle when she lost her voice
the month of the event. “I was
anxious and stressed and prayed
to God that I wanted it all to be
in His hands. I then felt peace
and was able to sleep well, having
recovered enough to perform my
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best on Christmas Eve,” she said.

She reported that though they
were a small church, they met
20 over newcomers and about 15
responded to the altar call. She
said this may have been possible
thanks to the balloon sculptor
they hired who doubled as a
magician to host the 50 children
(with the help of assistants) while
the adults went to the service
undisturbed.
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Reformation Sunday &
LCS’ 25th Anniversary
Worship Service

by David Wang

Twenty-five years ago, on 30
October, I attended the Lutheran
Church in Singapore Inaugural
Service at Yishun Christian
Church (Lutheran) (YCCL).

In 1973, it was first proposed
by Rt. Rev. Dr Carl Fisher,
Bishop of the Lutheran Church
in  Malaysia &  Singapore
(LCMS), that since Singapore
and Malaysia had become two
independent countries, whether
the Singapore District should
separate from LCMS and form a
national church?

From 1973 to 1997, during those
long 24 vyears, the Singapore
District and the Executive
Council of LCMS held numerous
meetings on this issue. With
great difficulty, it was eventually
established as an independent
Lutheran Church in Singapore
(LCS).

On 30 October 2022, I travelled
from Bedok all the way to Jurong
Christian Church (JCC) early
in the morning to attend this
meaningful 25" Anniversary
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and the Reformation Service.
In the past, every fifth or
tenth anniversary of the LCS
was celebrated in the form
of a combined meeting. This
year, with the easing of the
pandemic situation, a physical
worship meeting was held at
JCC, while other churches
video live-streamed the service
simultaneously and administered
physical ~ Holy ~ Communion
respectively after that. This can

be said to be very creative and
unique.

JCCsfive-storeynew building was
completed in 2017. From raising
the huge reconstruction cost of
tens of millions of dollars, to the
heavy project of relocating the
kindergarten and congregation,
God’s special grace and guidance
can be seen everywhere. Miracles
abounded. The new building is
the height of a ten-storey HDB

block. There are five churches of
different denominations, which
independently operate under
one roof. It not only writes a
glorious and moving chapter
in the history of the church,
but also serves as a model for
different churches in Singapore
to share the same facility in the
future.

The worship service started with
three vocalists from the Lutheran
Church of Our Redeemer, who

A senior member of BLC waves a flag with gusto at the climax of their dance performance during the
Reformation Service, reminding attendees of the hope of victory in Christ.
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led the congregation to worship
God with lively dancing and
singing.

Bishop Lu Guan Hoe shared
the message from Psalm 46:1-11,
which was translated into English
by Rev. Terry Kee. I cannot quite
remember the entire content of
the sermon, but there was one
message that lingered in my
mind for a long time. That is,
Bishop Lu highlighted that the
pastors of the Church are aging.
In recent years, some pastors
have retired one after another. If
there are no new people entering
the seminary to be equipped,
there will only be 10 pastors left
in five years (2027). After ten
years (2032) there will be five
pastors remaining. It was indeed
a wake-up call for everyone.

He said earnestly, if we are to
do as the Lord Jesus said: “Pray
for the Lord of the harvest to
send workers into the harvest
field.” Not only does the Lord
send others, but the workers He
may also send are ourselves. We
must have a heart of humility
and obedience to the Lord, and
be willing to respond to God’s
calling and sending: “Lord! Here
I am, send me.” The field lacks
workers.

Then, Rev. Dr. Samuel Wang
read out the congratulatory
message from the Bishop of the
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Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Malaysia, and the former
missionaries of the International
Lutheran Seafarers’ Mission
(ILSM) Liesel & Werner Strauss.
The readings expressed the
loving care and blessings of the
Lord.

The meeting was followed
by presentations by various
congregations. First up was the
JCC choir with a lively selection
of songs, even though most of
the choir members were seniors.
They sang with gusto and with
much enthusiasm. It was rare
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to see only two men out of the
group of 20, but they were full of
energy and their voices were not
drowned out by the ladies.

A flag dance of 10 dancers was
presented by the International
Fellowship of Bedok Lutheran
Church. Most notable was the

gray-haired senior member who
appeared at the end, waving a
gigantic banner and dancing
vigorously, winning the applause
of the audience.
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The finale by YCCL Choir saw
over a dozen young people
decked out in black, singing the
eternal and immortal hymn,
“Great is thy faithfulness” in soft
harmony. May all glory be to our
living God!

The last part of the service was
the Holy Communion. All the
members stepped forward with
reverence to receive the holy
body and blood of Christ in an
orderly manner. The meeting
ended with a solemn blessing

and dismissal.

Dinner was held at Ban Heng
Restaurant @ Orchid Country
Club at 7 pm that night. The
congregations filled the 36
banquet tables. Besides church
members, there were also
representatives from the Thai
Good News Centre, the ILSM,
the Lutheran Community
Care Services and the afhiliated
preschool ministries. It can be
said that it is a reunion of the
Lutheran family.

They had not seen each other
for many years, especially in the
past three years when they were
isolated by the epidemic, and so

Lutheran church members and staff
were invited to LCS’ 25th Anniversary

dinner.
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they were excited to meet and
chat. It took a lot of effort to start
the banquet program.

In addition to the bishop’s
speech, the anniversary logo
design competition winner, Ms.
Chris How, was acknowledged.
Certificates were given out to
nine students who completed
the Lutheranism 101 courses.
Three received the Certificate of
Completion and six who passed
the quizzes also received a
Certificate of Merit and a Luther
Rose lapel pin. The courses were
conducted through Zoom during
the pandemic.

The history of LCS was also
presented at the meeting.
Although the pictures and texts
were lengthy, everyone still

God is our refuge
and strength,

an ever-present
help in trouble. He

says, “Be still, and
know that I am God;

I will be exalted
among the nations,
I will be exalted in

the earth.”

Psalm 46:1,10

watched it with great interest,
because it included the history
of their own congregations. It
is said that this short film was
completed after 12 revisions and
painstaking efforts.

There is no everlasting banquet
in the world, and it ended
when everyone stood up and
sang “Shalom” and received
the benediction from Bishop
Emeritus John Tan.

Finally, I express my gratitude
to the LCS 25" Anniversary
Organising Committee. Their
representatives  from  various
churches worked tirelessly to
make this celebration a splendid
and memorable event.
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Let Our Voice Run: Ending
Sexual Harm in Campus
with Our Collective Voice

By Senior Counsellor, Ms Deborah Wan

Lutheran  Community  Care
Services (LCCS) started Let Our
Voice Run (LOVR) campaign
in 2021, aiming to shed light
on the concerning issue of
dating violence and sexual
harm experienced by students
in Institutes of Higher Learning
(IHLs). LOVR’s vision is to

bring victim/survivor-centered
restorative processes, based on
safety and active responsibility,
to address sexual and dating
violence amongst students in
[HLs.

Speaking  out  about the
experience of sexual violence is

GEBRAF S50 -
LEFRAT TR P P 7 2
Rt 0 R T

SRR EE

5 XXM IRSS (LCCS)
F 2021 FEF33h T LA
71" (LOVR) 153, §1F
FERA S SRR (IHL) 2ERT
SN =2 M ES
S, LOVR R R 2E
&R 53 A AU Al 5]

ANAZFHE A7 A NHDR
PR AR, DR = A 22 I Y
AN BV ML = #
JilnlE,

Ui tH PR 2 T 2 P R AR A,
[SEZLE LB CE - WrS il

_



difficult and many survivors do
not seek help due to the shame
and stigma they experience.
It is necessary to build safe,
caring and connected campus
communities to prevent and
respond to violence in a caring,
dignified, and empowering
manner. We can do so through
community-building circles.

Community-building circles
are learning spaces where
people share and collectively

analyse their personal views
and experiences to build a
collective foundation regarding
a topic. It is in hopes that the
provision of a safe dialogue
space  where students can
openly and vulnerably share
their perspectives and opinions
can lead us to combat campus
subcultures that implicitly (or
even explicitly) encourage sexual
and gender-based misconduct.

virtual

Through a

yearly

community run, funds raised
allow the LOVR team to facilitate
free workshops on Restorative
Justice and organise community-
building circles for students.
These are platforms for students
to gather to explore the issues of
sexual harm, dating violence, and
related topics such as boundaries,
consent, and providing support
to peers who are experiencing
relationship violence. As
facilitators who hold the space
for students to dialogue, we are

Knowing the safe space that I was in — and how everyone was always listening so attentively and
nodding whenever someone spoke — gave me courage to speak.
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grateful in the trust they have
in us and their openness to
learn together with us about the
complex issue of sexual harm
and relationship violence. We
are heartened to meet many
grounded, spirited and curious
students who want to examine
narratives about what healthy
and respectful  relationships
should be like amongst our
young adults in IHLs and rewrite
narratives about sexual harm
and hegemonic masculinity in
campuses.

Reflections [rom students who
participated in  community-
building circles:

“It is a safe space where I learnt
lo appreciate and express my own
emotions and perspectives, while
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similarly allowing myself to become
a listening ear for others.” — Yong
Sheng

“It has been a really insightful and
enriching experience participating
in, and even conducting, restorative
circles  and  hearing  various
perspectives from all participants —
TIve learnt so much!”

- Clarisse

“Participating ~ in  communily-

building circles has taught me (o
have compassion, to be inclusive
and instilled in me a sense of
responsibility. It was gratifying to
share my concerns and know that 1
was not the only one in this race of
life and that there were others who
shared the same experiences like me.”
- Ernest

“Circles have helped me to release
some stress and gather opinions
Jrom people whom I know won’t
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Judge me. It not only created a safe
space for me to share my worries and
concerns, but it also created a whole
new environment where [ was able to
make new friends.”

- Geraldine

“The sessions have helped to equip
me with useful restorative circles
Jacilitation  skills  while  learning
about the importance of establishing
a space of mutual safely and trust
within the circles. It has also helped
me to better plan and facilitate our
own internal circles, allowing for all
of our collective voices to be heard.”

- Gloria

“Honestly speaking, I was extremely
nervous before speaking aboul the
difficulties I have faced and my
mental health. But knowing the
safe space that I was in — and how
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Through a yearly
virtual community
run, funds raised
allow the LOVR
team to facilitate
free workshops
on Restorative
Justice and organise
community-building
circles for IHLs
students.
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Vicki, Deborah and everyone else are
always listening so attentively and
nodding whenever someone spoke —
it made me bring up my courage lo
do so. I am glad and will always be
appreciative of the safe space and
communily that makes me calm,
happy and realise that my mental
health is something that I shouldn’t
be ashamed of. Thank you all!”

- Gabrielle

“I have never met a communily as
warm, welcoming and engaging as
LCCS created by Deborah and Vicki.
I always look forward to attending
the monthly circles, as each session
we gel to explore topics that I do not
openly talk about. I am so thankful
Jor the past few sessions as I got to
open up on my vulnerabilities, and
voice out without any judgments.”

- Mavis
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Bringing Our Neighborhood
Community to Church Post-Covid

by Alvin Loh MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL:

Held on 3 Sep 2022 at the Church
Foyer and open carpark, this
event was jointly organised by
Luther Preschool (LP), Parent
Social Group (PSG) and ComCare
of  Queenstown Lutheran
Church. We were thankful for
a good turnout of 160 guests
amongst church members, LP,
friends of Community Lovepack

QLC’s mid-autumn festival programme
was themed “fesus, the light of the
World” to show the true light beyond
the lanterns they carried.
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(CLP) as well as visitors from
neighbouring blocks. The theme
“Jesus, the light of the world”
showed Jesus’ love and care
through fun, food, games and
songs. Our pastors led children
with  their lighted lanterns
around our neighbourhood.
aim to start
conversations  and

Our members
spiritual
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build relationships with the
community as they follow-up
with new contacts. Furthermore,
we specially commissioned a
new QLC polo shirt to give our
church  members a sense of
identity as people of God serving
together. We pray this is the start
of many outreach events to come

for 2023.

ELDERLY HEALTH

SCREENING:
Our church and the Silver
Generation Office (SGO)

jointly organised a “functional

screening” of vision, hearing and
oral health for church elderly on
9 Oct 2022. The SGO supports

the aging needs of our seniors

The church show off their newly commissioned QLC polo shirt to give their members a sense of
identity as they serve God together.
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through 3,000 volunteers who
engage them at home and in
community places; some of
these volunteers were present
to assist in the administration
and screening at QLC. More
than 50 elderly folks from QLC
and members of the public
benefited from this screening
event, with a large percentage
of the costs subsidised by the
SGO. In partnership with SGO,
QLC hopes to engage with the
community more and have
opportunities to share the

Gospel with them in future.
OUR 14™ ALPHA COURSE:

The 14™ 10-week Alpha course
recently conducted from 7 Sep
to 7 Nov saw about 30 attendees,
including a handful of guests
from Jurong Christian Church
(JCC) besides our QLC guests
and facilitators. Interestingly,
for the first time, we had more
Chinese-speaking guests
than English. We encouraged
graduates from the Alpha course

to continue attending Post Alpha
from 30 November in preparation
for baptism in January for the
new year. Three graduates will
continue attending JCC, while
two Chinese and two English-
speaking candidates will be
baptised after the Post Alpha
baptism course. We thank God
for the conclusion of another
good run in Alpha, and a plan
for the 15™ course is already well
underway for the following year.
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Altendees who completed the latest Alpha course conducted by QLC proudly
display their certificates.
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COMMUNITY LOVE PACK BY
COMCARE:

Community Love Pack (CLP) had
its firstdinner on17 December on-
site at church. Seven multi-ethnic
families joined us, together with
three ladies who regularly come
for free haircutting services by
our volunteers. The programme
kicked off with an ice-breaker
game to guess 10 iconic buildings
in Singapore, including Bingo
which the children enjoyed
immensely. Rev  Sarah Ang
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preached a message on “What is
Christmas to You” as well. Aside
from cash vouchers presented by
Pastor Andrew to the families,
they also picked up their monthly
collection of free grocery bags
after their dinner. It was indeed
a merry Christmas after the two-
year hiatus.

Community Love Pack held an in-person Christmas dinner for members of
public after a 2-year pause from the pandemic.
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ILSM: Advent-tide Ministry

by Rev Andreas Latz and Bro Yuen Ho Tian

A new advent season has arrived,
depicting the beginning of a new
liturgical year. For Christians,
the word “Advent” is derived
from the Latin word “Adventus”,
which means an arrival or visit
or coming. For those who are
familiar with the Liturgical
Calendar, the “Advent Season” is
the period of time we prepare to
celebrate the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ — His first coming as
well as His second.

Christ’s first coming — the very
first Christmas — is the greatest
gift of God. Our creator became

Brother Yuen Ho Tian and Rev Andreas
Latz in front of QLC’s nativity scene.
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our Saviour when the Son of
God became Son of Man. Jesus
who is all Grace, Gentleness and
Goodness was that gift.

Christ’s second coming was a
promise that Christ Himself
made. His second visit will see no
more death, tears or pain to all
who kept the gift that was given
in the first Christmas.

I reflected on the two calls
(coming) of Christ on human
history, and it appeared to
have some resemblance to my
work in International Lutheran
Seafarers’ Mission (ILSM). TI'll
explain. Most ships make at least
two visits to the PSA port - the
first trip they unload containers
from the west (Europe) and load
on containers for the east (China,
Japan, Korea); the second visit is
the reverse.
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We try our best to capture the
ship for both calls. The first
call is crucial as it would be our
first contact with the seafarers.
During this first touch point,
we introduce ourselves and our
services, emphasising that we are
there to serve them — whether
in physical, psychological or
pastoral aspects. We usually
bring gifts in hopes of bringing
a litle cheer into their lonesome
lives far from their loved ones.
We then leave our contacts for
the seafarers to get in touch
when they dock the second
time round. It’s the little things
that they treasure: helping
them purchase personal items,
transporting them from ship to
shore, or simply going onboard
to pray and talk.

Our first visit is meant to build
relationships and gain the trust

of the crew. We give gifts, leave
our contacts and assure them
we look forward to the vessel’s
second coming. Our second trip
helps provide some relief so they
feel less lonely and solitary. We
make ourselves easily available
physically and digitally. We are
there for them, just like Christ is
there for us!

As the seafarers and fishermen
look forward to the visit of port
chaplains, we should and must
look forward to our Lord Jesus
coming back. However, the more
pertinent question is: have you
accepted the Gift of His first
coming?

Wishing all of you a blessed
“Advent season” and a blessed
New Year.
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Bringing Christmas
Cheer to Seafarers

HANSA OSTEhBURG

MADEIRA

"-.ﬂﬂ

Excursion with two sailors from the MS Hansa Osterburg.
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Since  Easter, things have
improved a little in the care
of seafarers on board ships.
Most restrictions have eased, so
access to the crew mess and the
ship’s office are almost possible
again without limitations. With
the exception of the Chinese-
operated lines, where one can
only get as far as the watchman
for fear of Covid-19 infections.
ILSM  staff  inquired about
improving the mood and any
other needs of the crew. We
succeeded in establishing a
reliable contact with the weekly
returning feeders (the smaller
container  providers),  which
asked about the possibility of
land excursions on Iridays or
Saturdays. This is not easy: the
sailor has to request his captain
and the shipping company if he
can get shore leave. Then we pick
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him up at the appropriate ship in
the harbour and drive him to the
immigration police. There we
fetch him at the other end of the

lock with all his papers and short-
term residence permit. Once
this procedure is over, they can
go into town. Usually they enjoy
a trip to the nearby VivoCity

or Skytrain to Sentosa. In the
evening, the reverse procedure
applies: we collect them at the
shopping centre, deliver to the
immigration police and then
transport back to the ship.

In the last few weeks, it has
become noticeable that visits by

Caring for fishermen at Jurong Fishery Port with ILSM Co-Worker Ho Tian.
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Ukrainian and Russian crew are
becoming less and less common.
The war, which has now gone
on for far too long, has made
shipping companies cautious
and tense.

The other day we visited a large
container liner on which the
Polish first officer immediately
asked us if we knew a dentist. A

Jordanian sailor had a serious

toothache. Though the port
doctor was already on board, he
was a general practitioner and
was unable to conduct specialised
dental treatment. Despite many
phone calls, it was impossible to
take the sailor to a dentist, he
had to wait almost 14 days with

Rev Thomas Paulsteiner from Mission OneWorld visiting LCS.
* B Mission OneWorld # Thomas Paulsteiner 4% 7 5]
LCS.
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painkillers and antibiotics until
the next port in South Korea.

At the time of writing, ILSM
was preparing for the Advent
and Christmas season. The
seafarers, regardless of religion
and background, are very happy
about the tradition of giving
gifts at Christmas. We therefore
dished out gift bags with greeting
cards. We hope this can represent

seafaring missions all over the
world to convey to them, “You
are not alone, many people are
thinking of you, we are grateful
for your important work on the
ships.”

We recently brought delegations
from Germany and Singapore
to Jurong Fishery Port. Among
them were also two groups
from the Women in Church and
Society (WICAS).

Day of the
Seafarer

2023

The annual Day of the Seafarer
(DotS) is an important moment
of pause and respite in the
tight schedule of sailors on
board. Only Christmas has

ILSM onboard the vessel Kota Kaya as part of their ship visits on the Day of the Seafarer 2022.
ILSM £ Kota Kaya 54 EAE 4 2022 5% 51 B A6A077 9] 49 — 36 2

(FEBMMLTHEERE) ILSM
TR Ay, 15 O B IR XE - 7
ERAAE T, ILSM J@EId A=
FEOMEATER AT AR — V), K
HALICK, #5500 ] — B R U
MR 1R, SRR A K
FARARANHEVF B 5, T8I A

S B A 0 5
RA AR TR 77
f£.)

A B 1 s TR T 03z )
REHF T 2 7 4R i s, H
IR SR “EH = 54
2L (WICAS)”,

2023 11
W H

—E R H, 2 K
FAER R Z B R H R A,
B B EENZ, X
TS R — A A

AFRFIESX Bt 6 A 25
HZ2EFR 2N H T, §1EIK

jiIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII



the same significance for the
ship crews. Thus, 25 June is the
internationally recognised day
set aside to celebrate the work
of sailors who sustain our global
economy. In consultation with
the International  Maritime
Organization (IMO) a DotS
theme is issued to all port
authorities and seafarer missions
around the world. For example
in 2021 it was “Fair Future for
Seafarers”, and 2022 was “Your

voyage - then and now, share your
journey”. In June 2023, ILSM
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staff will begin surprising sailors
through our gift campaigns,
which may consist of hats,
keychains, power banks or other
useful items.

The ILSM Board kindly requests
LCS congregations for financial
support of this special seafarers’
day. Your gift of up to $1000 can
help up to 200 seafarers on eight
large container vessels. Other
amounts of $100, $200 and $500
are also appreciated.
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Offerings are accepted via:
Internet Banking to
OCBC account no:
501540025001
Cheque Payable to
International Lutheran
Seafarers’ Mission
PayNow to UEN no.
TOOCCI413E or

scan

the QR code below.

Please indicate name and
congregation so that we
will be able to formally
thank the donors through
the churches.
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On Original Sin

by Dr Samuel Wang

Do you have any problems
dealing with difficult people?
A Lutheran member once
told me that he has changes
of bosses now and then, and
they are all different, and he
accepts that his bosses are not
perfect and everyone’s working
style is different. However,
our conversation turns to how
he copes with these so-called
“difficult” people. He said we
are all sinners and should not
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have too high expectations of
ourselves or others. What he
said struck me as crucial to our
Christian teaching of original
sin.

The Augsburg Confession says:

[1] Furthermore, it is
taught among wus that
since the fall of Adam, all
human beings who are
born in the natural way
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are conceived and born in
sin. This means that from
birth they are full of evil
lust and inclination and
cannot by nature possess
true fear of God and true
faith in God. [2] Moreover,
this same innate disease
and original sin is truly sin
and condemns to God’s
eternal wrath all who are
not in turn born anew
through baptism and the
Holy Spirit.!

No one can escape the truth of
being born in sin; this is a very
different view of human nature
than most people can accept.
Without God’s revelation, we
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would still think people are
born in goodness, or they can
always decide to do good or evil
like a neutral party sitting on
the fence. How can this truth
comfort Christians, especially
those dealing with “difficult”
people?

Firstly, as the Lutheran member
said, we must calibrate our
expectations according to our
beliefs. Do not think too highly of
yourself, and do not expect that
people will behave according to
what you expect of them. We are
all born in sin.

Secondly, even when we have
outwardly obeyed God’s law
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externally, God still accuses us
inwardly, for none can always
have “true fear of God and have
true faith in God” all the time.
We are to cast ourselves totally
on God’s mercy daily. All who are
not born anew in baptism and
the Holy Spirit will have to face
God’s eternal wrath.

Thirdly, there is the gospel: On
the flip side, those born anew in
baptism and the Holy Spirit can
escape this wrath.

Since that is the case, we can rely
on the Holy Spirit to help us. For
we are his temple (Rom 8:9; 12:1),
the Spirit lives in us. Hence, we
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will have the power to pray for
these “difficult” people in our
lives, just as we are received by
God mercifully when we are
“difficult” towards him. We can
remember to pray the Lord’s
Prayer and extend mercy and
grace in prayer to our enemies
(Matt 6:9-13). Expect the world
and ourselves to need saving, and
you will never be disappointed
with yourselves or others because
we are all born in sin. Hence, we
rejoice that we have a God who
rejoices to save us.

Rk, FRAITA] DMK EE S ROk TS
BhBA o B9 AT 2 A %
F8:9;12:1), BRAFFEFA
EHmE, Rk, TMTEERE TN
FATAETEHRIXLE “MEgE “m
AATHE, IEA0 A IR
B30 FAT b SR
B MEGE” B — 1, BATTRT AR
B =% HE S, FHEETHEH
EEH LN PN sk R R
(G KEZ6:9-13) . BEEIH
Nt FEAFAT B DR E AW

'Robert Kolb, Timothy J. Wengert,
and Charles P. Arand, The Book
of Concord: The Confessions of
the LEvangelical Lutheran Church
(Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press,
2000), 36-38.
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Reflections on
Retirement

by Rev Fredric Lee

Recently I have been asked how God
called me to be a pastor. It’s a good
question not just for those contemplating
the pastoral ministry. [ think we should
always be discerning God’s leading in our
lives so as to live out our baptismal faith
and live a Christ-centred life. Scripturally
speaking, God has a plan for our lives:

Your eyes saw my unformed body;

all the days ordained for me were written
in your book

before one of them came to be.

(Psalm 139:16)

The journey of discerning my pastoral
call was an exciting period of my life.
My spiritual eyes were opened to see the
lost without the Gospel during several
mission trips. God’ call came through the
reading and meditation of God’s Word.
The powerful and clear voice of God
spoke conviction into me, giving me the
faith to take the steps to follow Jesus’ call
to preach the Gospel, to go to the mission
field. However, the Lord led me to change
course, and preach the Gospel as a pastor.
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I thank God for my pastors, Rev
Terry Kee and Rev John Nelson,
who encouraged me to trust in
God’s provision for my family
with their practical and moral
support.  In addition, some
godly preachers also spoke to me
prophetically about God’s plan
and calling in my life. Of course,
Dorothy’s support was important
and vital because the whole
family goes along in the journey
sharing all the sorrow, joy and
blessings.

To serve God is to live out our
baptismal faith in Christ. I did not
choose to serve God, or decide
to change my profession for a
higher calling, or believe that
my giftings was God’s call to the
pastoral ministry. I was doubtful
of myself, fearful of the decision,
uncertain of the future, and
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Your eyes saw my
unformed body;

all the days ordained

for me were written
in your book

before one of them
came to be.

Psalm 139:16
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basically unsure of God’s plan.
I only moved in faith, trusting
in Christ my faithful Lord,
listening to His promptings from
godly people. It really meant
that I learn to discern God’s call
and confirmation through the
Church. The truth is that the call
of God to the ordained ministry
(or any other Christian work) is a
gracious gift through the mercy
of Christ on the cross.

So Iresigned from my occupation
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as a school teacher in 1990
to enter Trinity Theological
College. I started pastoral
ministry in Jurong Christian
Church in 1994. Twas assigned to
Bedok Lutheran Church in 1998,
to Yishun Christian Church in
2008, to Queenstown Lutheran
Church in 2012, and back to
Jurong Christian Church in 2019.
I retired in 2021 and, thanks be to
God, I'was given the opportunity
to extend serving for another
(wo years.

What does a pastor do? Is it just
a one-day work week—to preach
in the Divine Service, do some
visitations and teach the Bible?
I certainly did not know until
I started work in JCC. It was a
“baptism of fire”. It didn’t help
that I traveled by train and bus
from Tampines to Jurong. I was
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For it is by grace you
have been saved,
through faith—and
this is not from
yourselves, it is the
gift of God—not
by works, so that
no one can boast.
For we are God’s
handiwork, created
in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which
God prepared in
advance for us to do.

Eph 2:8-10
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already tired by the time I reach
Church. Can you guess what
time I reach home after late night
meetings and ministry? I almost
burnt out due to the stress. A few
times I almost fell asleep while
driving home. An interesting
experience in JCC was that I had
to learn to restore the electrical
power in the old church building
because the system often trips
during thunderstorms. Dorothy
also had a thriving ministry of
teaching the Bethel Series and
leading the choir in addition
to nurturing our four active
children.

After I was re-assigned to Bedok
Lutheran Church, my family
settled down. During the ten
years in BLC, Dorothy had the
privilege of designing the stained
glass for the sanctuary, and also
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received training as a church
organist from the Methodist
School of Music. My children
grew up and they too were
actively involved in the youth and
music ministries. They remained
in BLC when I was re-assigned to
YCC and subsequently to other
congregations. In QLC, Dorothy
served as the church organist,
and she’s now helping to raise
younger church organists. What
I miss most on Sundays is my
family.

In YCCL, I had to learn how to
share the use of the property with
the Anglican congregation. It was
not easy when both have equal
rights. It was also when I learnt
to preach in the Youth Service
immediately after preaching in
the main traditional service. On
one occasion I was pleasantly

The righteous
will flourish like
a palm tree, they
will grow like a

cedar of Lebanon;
planted in the house
of the Lord, they
will flourish in the
courts of our God.
They will still bear
fruit in old age,
they will stay
fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The
Lord is upright.”

Ps 92:12-14
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surprised when a youth raised
his hand and asked me a
question in response to what I
was saying right in the middle of
my sermon! Well, at least I know
that someone was listening.

In QLC, I learnt to collaborate
with the Resident’s Committee,
and serve in the Inter-Racial
and Religious Confidence Circle
(IRCC) which was necessary
when terrorism was increasing,.
One of the benefits of those
collaborations was to be able to
connect with the MP and have
his support during negotiation
with the authorities for the
building extension and new
worship hall. I give thanks to
God for the important ministry
of leaders e.g. in transforming
the dwindling kindergarten into
the thriving Luther Preschool.
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Coming back to JCC in 2019,
I was awed by the blessings of
the new church hub not just for
ourselves but to be a blessing
to the Jurong community. I am
very inspired and motivated by
this vibrant and outreaching
congregation. The outreach
initiatives known as the Goshen

Bridges bring to the community:
Befrienders of Cyclists, Urban
Farming, Manna Bridge, Support
for Single Parents, KidsREAD

program, and outreach to the
Vulnerable in Community. With
a large number of young adults
and youths, I feel invigorated just
by serving here.

One of the joys of being assigned
to different congregations is
having the opportunities to
know more of our Lutheran
brothers and sisters. The
Lutheran Church in Singapore
is indeed a big family of Christ.

Rev Fredric with his wife Dorothy.
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Over the years it is my great joy
to see many youths grow up to
be faithful young adults serving
in the congregations, and to
have the privilege of solemnizing
their marriages. There was also
the privilege to serve on the LCS
Executive Council. The ministry
that had the greatest impact in
my life is the ministry of Word
and Sacrament. It changed me
more than anything else as |
serve the means of God’s grace
in which He comes to give us
His love, forgiveness, life and
the gifts the Holy Spirit. For this
privilege I am deeply grateful.

Many people asked me what is
my plan after retiring. I've always
understood that a Christian is
also a servant of God.

Foritis by grace you have been
saved, through faith—and this
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is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God—not by works, so
that no one can boast. For we
are God’s handiwork, created
in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do. (Eph
2:8-10).

So a Christian serves the Lord
Jesus Christ in his God-given
vocation aslong as one ison earth
for thisis our calling and privilege
by God’s grace. 1 look forward
to serving the Lord especially in
my home congregation—BLC.
And the best partis to be able to
serve and worship together with
my children and grandchildren.

The ordained ministry of Word
and Sacrament is indeed a holy
calling and I am truly grateful to
be given the privilege to serve.

I'm an unworthy sinner but by
the grace of God, I'm His servant.

The righteous will flourish
like a palm tree,

they will grow like a cedar of
Lebanon;

planted in the house of the
Lord,

they will flourish in the courts
of our God.

They will still bear fruit in old
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age,

they will stay fresh and green,
proclaiming, “The Lord s
upright;

he is my Rock, and there is
no wickedness in him.” (Ps
92:12-15)

Rev Fredric gives his farewell speech at his retirement service in JCC.
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CONGRATULATIONS:

Congratulations to Rev Fredric Lee on his retirement
in February 2023. May this new phase of life be full of
opportunities to serve God in a different capacity and
to have deeper love for Him.
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As Golden Mile Complex will be going through
an en bloc process, the Thai Good News Centre
(TGNC) will vacate the premises before the
building is handed over to developers in May
2023. They will in the meantime find temporary
placement in Bedok Lutheran Church. We ask
for prayers for TGNC concerning their next
steps as they kickstart the year and that they will
have a smooth transition in the move. Pray for
the Lord’s strength for both Kawee and Rosanna
as they prepare to pack up the place.
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